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Cerebra are holding a one day conference in conjunction with the University of 

Warwick. 

The conference is aimed primarily at professionals and organisations that support young 

people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. This includes 

individuals from healthcare providers, schools, government departments, charities/non-profit 

organisations and support groups. Parents and carers are also welcome to attend. 

The purpose of the conference is to share the findings of recent research in key areas relating 

to the mental health of children with autism and/or intellectual disabilities and discuss recent 

national developments in the field, including the implications of the new Education, Health 

and Care (EHC) plans. We will also consider future research priorities and launch the Learning 

Disability and Autism Research Network West Midlands (LeARN-WM). 

When? - Thursday 4
th

 June 2015: 9:30am – 15:30pm 

Where? - The Welcome Centre, 47 Parkside, Coventry, CV1 2HG 

How much? - £10 per person (payment non-refundable) 

Speakers include: 

 Dr Vaso Totsika – Prevalence of mental health problems in children with learning 

disability and/or autism 
 Dr Caroline Richards – Introduction to the Learning disability 

and Autism Research Network (LeARN) – A new research partnership in the West 

Midlands 
 Professor Richard Hastings -  Research priorities: results of pre-conference survey 
 Dr Pru Allington-Smith - Update on national developments relating to Learning 

Disability  focussed Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), including 

some implications for applied research 
 Dr Ashley Liew and Dr Dawn Simons - Addressing the mental health needs of children 

and young people with learning disabilities and/or autism in practice 
 Professor Chris Oliver – Translating research into practice at the Cerebra Centre for 

Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
 Dr Caroline Richards – Sleep disorders in children with intellectual disability and 

autism spectrum conditions 
 Dr Debbie Allen –  Self-injurious behaviour 
 Supriya Malik -  Early intervention for autism spectrum conditions 

Interested? To register your interest in the conference or for any queries please contact 

Rachel Shailer atrachels@cerebra.org.uk or telephone 01267 244225. 

Would you like more information on LeARN – WM? Contact - Dr Caroline Richards 

at c.r.richards@bham.ac.uk 


