
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2015 

A round up of the latest news and information from the SEND Information, Advice 

and Support Service (formerly Parent Partnership Service).   

In this issue……. 

Events and training opportunities 

New resources for families 

Information for education providers 

Other information 

From the Manager’s office 

“Here’s hoping that you all had a pleasant summer, and that the return to 

nursery/school/college has been a successful one – the summer break can often be 

a challenge for all parents, whether trying to find childcare or entertain youngsters 

and that’s before starting the process of sending them back into education. 

Hopefully, some of the information contained within this newsletter will continue to 

support you to equip yourself against these challenges, and once again, I’ll also refer 

to Coventry’s “Local Offer” as a starting point for information. 

Coventry (along with many other local authorities) has been through a huge journey 

of change over the past 12 months since the introduction of the Children and 

Families Act, and that journey is set to continue on over the coming years. What I 

would encourage you to do is to continue to be at the forefront of that journey, to 

ensure that the children and young people with SEN and Disabilities in this city are 

given the best opportunities. This means developing support and systems that are 

easily understandable and accessible for all; this cannot be done without families 

being part of that development.   

SEND IASS is working with the One Voice group, the Local Authority and other 

agencies to encourage and enable children, young people and their families to be 

part of shaping local services. If you, or your child/young person would like to be part 

of this “co-production” in Coventry, please let me know.  



Alongside this may I also make a plea for you to help shape the SEND IASS service 

– without your feedback it’s hard for us to offer the best service for you and those in 

a similar position. You can fill in an online survey www.coventry.gov.uk/iass which 

should take less than 10 minutes. 

Chris Firth, SEND IASS manager 

EVENTS AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES   

Each month, SEND IASS hosts an information session for parents/carers which 

focusses on aspects of support for children, young people and their families. Parents 

are encouraged to come along to access the information and contribute their own 

experiences (if they wish) in a supportive environment. Details of previous sessions, 

including hand-outs, are also available after the event via the SEND IASS website, 

so if you are unable to make it, you can still access the content of the session. 

 

To book a place on this free session please telephone 024 7669 4307 or email: 

iass@coventry.gov.uk  

If you have any particular areas of interest that you feel a session could focus on, 

we’re always happy to explore new opportunities. 

 

 

 

Mencap Free planning for future events  

If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability, you can 

take steps now to ensure their finances are well looked after when you are no longer 

around.  Mencap would like to invite you to a free session on Wednesday 4th 

November, 12.30pm - 2.30pm, at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, Margaret 

Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS.  To book your place call 020 7696 6925. 

For further information visit the website page:  https://www.mencap.org.uk 

 

Date/time Title of session Location 

10th November 2015 

10.00am-12.00pm 

Irwin Mitchell  Carers Rights SENDIASS, Limbrick 

Wood Centre, Tile Hill, 

Coventry, CV4 9QX 

10th December 2015 

10.00am-12.00pm 

Independent Parental Special 

Educational Advice (IPSEA) 

SENDIASS, Limbrick 

Wood Centre, Tile Hill, 

Coventry, CV4 9QX 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/iass
mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk
https://www.mencap.org.uk/our-services/wills-and-trusts/planning-future-events%23November%20-%20North%20West


 

 

Free parent drop-in sessions: 

 

Are you a parent or carer of a child with SEN?  

Do you have a query about SEN processes  

and provision? Or would you just like to talk to other 

parents in the same situation? 

Join us this Autumn for an informal chat at the  

following venues: 

 

 

Due to the nature of these drop-ins, it may not be possible to offer in-depth support 

around your individual case – a SEND IASS officer may suggest making an 

additional appointment at a convenient time for you. If you have lots of questions, 

you can always contact us to discuss this prior to the session on 02476 694307 or 

emailing iass@coventry.gov.uk  

 

Tea and coffee will be available. 

No appointment necessary - just drop in. 

 

Date Time Venue Address 

Weds 21st October 

2015  

10.00 – 12.00 Hagard Community 

Centre 

Remembrance 

Road, Willenhall, 

Coventry, CV3 

3DG 

Weds 18th 

November  2015  

10.00 – 12.00 Foleshill Fire 

Station 

Foleshill Road, 

Coventry, CV6 

5HN 

Weds 25th 

November  2015 

10.00 – 12.00 The Limbrick Wood 

Centre 

Thomas Naul Croft, 

Tile Hill, Coventry, 

CV4 9QX 

mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk


 

Coventry Carers Centre 

The HOPE Programme – Positive Outcomes for course participants. 

 Learn new ways to deal with stress, anxiety, emotions, depression 

 Manage fatigue, guilt and fears for the future 

 Consider your own health and well being 

 

Free 6 week course running for 2.5 hours per week.  Course starts on Monday 9th 

November 2015 – Monday 14th December 2015.  10:30 am – 1:00 p.m. There is a 

free taster session to find out more on Friday 6th November 2015, 11:00 am – 1:00 

pm at the Carers Centre.  Contact The Carers Centre on 024 7663 2972 or via email 

on gillfleckner@coventrycarers.org.uk for further details or to reserve your place. 

 

Scope Face2Face   

Are you interested in finding out about entitlement to 

benefits and disability living allowance? Scope have 

teamed up with Contact a Family to deliver an overview 

on benefit entitlements, recent changes, tips and sources 

of help and support. If you would like to find out more, go 

along on Monday 9th November, 10.30am – 12.00 pm, 

Citibase, Lockhurst Lane, Coventry, CV6 5SF.  Email: 

Cherry.bourtonsmith@scope.org.uk  or telephone: 07436 792333 for further 

information.   

 

INFORMATION FOR EDUCATION PROVIDERS 

What do the SEN and Disability Reforms mean for schools? 

In September 2014 most of the provisions in the Children and Families Act that 

relate to children and young people with SEN and disabilities came into force. 

Council for Disabled Children have worked with NASEN and the SEN Leaders 

programme to produce a briefing on: 

- what the reforms mean for schools one year on 

- who has responsibility for what  

- what support is available for schools 

Schools may want to use the briefing to check how they are doing.  

To read and download this briefing click here 

mailto:gillfleckner@coventrycarers.org.uk
mailto:Cherry.bourtonsmith@scope.org.uk
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/media/1061292/schools-briefing-sep-15.pdf


NEW RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES  

Grapevine’s Help & Connect project supports young people with learning 

difficulties and autism aged 17+ to make connections in their local community 

enabling them to lead an “ordinary life” – finding employment, somewhere to live and 

places to go! From providing information and developing new skills, to support on a 

1-1 basis, the Help & Connect programme is open to any young person 17+ who is 

not eligible for social care support. 

Contact Heather Daly or Gordon Lowe for more information on 02476 631040.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Get Together 

Tea, chat and living with Autism Support Group 

Where:  Bedworth Heath Community Centre, 181 Smorrall Lane, Bedworth, CV12 

0JP 

When: 3rd Thursday of every month :  22nd October, 19th November, 17 December 

2015.  10.00 am – 11.30 am.  Children welcome! 

Contact Kelly, Get Together, Tel: 07943 556329 

 



Get Together also offer a Lego club for children with autism and their friends and 

siblings.  

 

 

 

 



 

Revised Transfer Review regulations come into effect 

On 1 September 2015, new requirements came into force that extended the 

timescales for Transfer Reviews – converting Statements of SEN and Learning 

Difficulty Assessments (LDA’s) to the new Education Health and Care plan 

arrangements..  To view the Regulations click here.  

"Transferring Statements and LDAs to EHC plans is a significant task that needs to 

be done well. Simply rebadging statements and LDAs as EHC plans isn’t an option. 

We need to ensure that the needs of children and young people are properly 

identified and met. … I have heard that the current timescales are putting a strain on 

the system that risks undermining the quality of person-centred assessment and 

EHC plans. We need to ensure that the needs of children and young people are 

properly identified and met through the provision you put in place; and that the 

processes enable you to undertake the task efficiently and to a high standard." 

 

You can also view Coventry’s Transition Plan for the 

conversions via the “Local Offer”  

 

 

 

Wheels for all   

The National Inclusive Cycling Charity is interested in 
developing  “Wheels for All” Centres throughout Coventry.   
The Wheels for All initiative is a nationally recognised programme that embraces all 
children and adults with disabilities and differing needs, to engage in a quality cycling 
activity. By using specially adapted cycles, the activities are both physically and 
mentally stimulating and above all fun for everyone involved. 

All the centres are equipped with specially adapted cycles and Wheels for All trained 
leaders, who have the knowledge and confidence to work with adapted cycles for 
participants to enjoy the benefits of cycling. The centres welcome individuals, groups 
and families to be involved.  

Wheels For All Training gives individuals, carers and support staff the confidence to 
work with adapted cycles for their clients or family member so that all can enjoy the 
benefits of cycling in a sociable environment. They even provide the adapted cycles 
so everyone can get involved.  Visit their website by clicking here. 

 

 

 

http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/news/july-december-2015/revised-transfer-review-regulations-come-into-effect
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ehctransition
http://www.cycling.org.uk/wfa/intro


 

Short breaks  

Short Breaks Service have arranged the following activities 

for the October half term break:  

Monday 26th October  
Football with Sky Blues in the Community at Henley College 09.30am until 12.00pm 
(12yrs -18yrs)  
Youth Club at Broad Park House 2.00pm until 4.00pm (12yrs-18yrs)  
 
Tuesday 27th October  
Splash Play at AT7 Centre 09.00am until 10.00am (5yrs-11yrs) (Family Session)  
Bowling at Tenpin Coventry Crosspoint Business Park 10.00am until 12.00pm 
(12yrs-18yrs)  
Tiger Feet Dancing at On Target Youth Centre 1.00pm until 2.00pm (5yrs-11yrs)  
Tiger Feet Dancing at On Target Youth Centre 2.00pm until 3.00 pm (12yrs-18yrs)  
 
Wednesday 28th October  
Cooking Club at Broad Park House 09.30 until 11.00pm (5yrs-11yrs)  
Cooking Club at Broad Park House 11.00am until 12.30am (12yrs-18yrs)  
Trampolining at Xcel Leisure Centre 1.00pm until 2.00pm (5yrs-11yrs)  
Trampolining at Xcel Leisure Centre 2.00pm until 3.00pm (12yrs -18yrs)  
 
Thursday 29th October  
Play scheme at Broad Park House 09.30am until 11.30am (5yrs-11yrs)  
Music Fun with Dave Claridge at On Target Youth Centre 1.00pm until 2.30pm (5yrs-
11yrs)  
Music Fun with Dave Claridge at On Target Youth Centre 2.30pm until 4.00pm 
(12yrs-18yrs)  
 
Friday 30th October  
Horse Riding at Castle Hill Riding School 09.30am until 11.00am (5yrs-11yrs) Horse 
Riding at Castle Hill Riding School 11.00am until 12.30pm (12yrs-18yrs)  
Horse Riding at Castle Hill Riding School 1.00pm until 2.30pm (5yrs-11yrs)  
Horse Riding at Castle Hill Riding School 2.30pm until 4.00pm (12yrs-18yrs)  
 
Saturday 31st October  
Play scheme ‘Spooky Arts and Crafts’ at On Target Youth Centre 11.00am until 
1.00pm (5yrs -11yrs)  
Youth Club at On Target Youth Centre 1.00pm until 3.00pm (12yrs-18yrs) 

Visit their website for further information by clicking here. 

Booking hotline is open from Thursday 15th October until Thursday 22nd October, 

9.00 am – 4.00 pm.  Please telephone 024 7678 7980 or book online at: 

www.coventry.gov.uk/bookashortbreak  

 

 

 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/156/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/1812/short_breaks/2
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/bookashortbreak


Belgrade Theatre in Coventry  

Oily Cart are bringing our new special needs production LIGHT 
SHOW to this theatre on Tuesday and Wednesday 27th & 28th 
October 2015. The LIGHT SHOW is for 3-11 year olds and comes 
in two tailored versions:  

 For children with profound and multiple learning disabilities  

 For those on the autism spectrum  

The PMLD version is on 27th October and the autism specialist version is on 28th 
October.  Oily Cart invites you into a magical paper palace, where the sensory 
delights of nature unfold to provide the audience with a fully immersive experience.  

To book: Call 024 7655 3055 or book online: http://www.belgrade.co.uk/event/light-
show  

 

Personal Outcomes Evaluation Tool (POET) 

Research Survey  

Coventry Local Authority are keen to get the views of children and young people, 

their parent/carers and practitioners who have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) 

plan. 

As such, they are working together with “In Control”, a national charity, to get this 

feedback, in order to help improve the use and impact of EHC’s in the future. The 

survey takes about 10 minutes to complete, and is completely anonymous. The 

answers will be collated by both the LA and In Control to see the general feeling 

about EHC plans, but will not indicate who has completed it. 

This is your opportunity to have your say and help the LA develop the EHC process 

and create better outcomes for children and young people with SEN and disabilities.  

Survey for parents of children and young people who have an Education Health 

and Care Plan  

http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/511471/lang-en 

Survey for children and young people who have a Education Health and Care 

Plan, their life and the support they get  

http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/259982/lang-en 

Survey for practitioners working with children and young people who have an 

Education Health and Care Plan 

http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/832868/lang-en  

 

 

http://www.belgrade.co.uk/event/light-show
http://www.belgrade.co.uk/event/light-show
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/511471/lang-en
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/511471/lang-en
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/259982/lang-en
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/259982/lang-en
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/832868/lang-en
http://puttingpeoplefirst.limeask.com/index.php/832868/lang-en


Allsorts 1st Birthday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all young people!  

If you’ve had a really good experience why not tell other young 
people about it – they might find it enjoyable too! We’re always 
looking for things that young  people themselves have found 
helpful on their journey, so why not tell us about them?  
  

It could be; 
  

 A teacher in a school who did something that helped you succeed 
  

 A new club or activity in the city which enabled you to hang out with your 
friends 

  

 A really positive experience volunteering at a local farm 
  

 Just something that made you feel AMAZING! 
  

You can tell your story in any kind of way – writing, drawing, videoing etc. You 
don’t have to say who you are if you don’t want to, and there’s no limit to how 
much detail you include.  We will then publish your stories/recommendations in 
this e-bulletin, and we can also publish any videos onto our young person’s 
section of the SEND IASS website.  
  
If you think you can help inspire someone else to try something new, or just to let 
them know about something that’s happening for young people, let us know. 

Allsorts is a fully inclusive place for 

you, your family, a neighbour, even 

the person you talk to on the bus. 

Allsorts is a place for everyone. 

Take part in arts and creative 

activities, life skills workshops, gain 

work experience, fundraising events, 

discussion groups, hobby clubs, 

sewing school, Inter-generational 

groups, sharing skills & stories plus 

lots more in the fabulous new Fargo 

Village, Coventry. 

Allsorts is having a “1st birthday bash” 

on Sunday 25th October 12pm-4pm, 

with sensory activities, crafts and 

play. 

Address – Unit 10 FarGo Village, Far 

Gosford Street, Coventry, CV1 5ED. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping in touch 

As well as a number of resources, links and information through our website 

(www.coventry.gov.uk/iass), we are also trying our hand at other ways of keeping you 

informed. If you are signed up to Twitter, why not follow us @coventry_IAS. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill in our survey 

The Information Advice and Support Service now have an on-line feedback 

form which is available for you to tell us about your experiences of the 

Service. If you have used the Service it would be helpful if you could spare 10 

minutes to complete the survey which can be found at 

www.coventry.gov.uk/iass. 

The survey is located in a yellow box on the main page of the SENDIASS website  

All surveys can be completed anonymously or you can complete your contact details 

if you wish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You have received this e-bulletin because your email address is held by the 

SEND Information Advice and Support Service.  Please be assured that contact 

details will not be shared with other parties.  Any views or opinions expressed in 

the content of this email are solely those of the individual organisation and not 

necessarily representative of SEND Information Advice and Support Service or 

Coventry City Council. 

We hope you find this information helpful.  If you are a School, organisation or 

other professional, please help us to share this information with parents and 

carers. 

If you no longer wish to receive information from SEND Information Advice and 

Support Service please email: IASS@Coventry.gov.uk  

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/iass
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/iass
mailto:IASS@Coventry.gov.uk

