



[image: ]





























[image: ]






























[image: ]
image1.png
William Shakespeare

‘s Family .

William Shakespeare is thought to have been borm
0n23% April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon, England
Itis not known exactly when he was born but
historians know that he was baptised on 26” April
and, at that time, people were often baptised three
days after their irth.

Williom was the eldest son of John and Mary.
Shokespeare. His father was an affluent merchant and property owner;
his mother was alocal-londed heiress — meaning that she came from o
wealthy fomily.

On 28° November 1582, ot the oge of 18, Willam married Anne
Hathaway. At 26 years old, Anne was eight years William's senior when
they ot married.

‘The pair had o daughter called Susanna in 1583, Two years later, Anne.
thto twins - @ boy called Hamnet and a girl called Judith.

ly, ot the age of 11, Hamnet died, supposedly from the bubonic
e (a contagious, life-threatening disease that was incurable during
m Shakespeare's time).

In the mid-1580s, itis thought

in Stratford. When h
the capital city, some historians.
he worked as a horse attendant at some of
London's thedtres.

By 1592, he was earning money as an actor and
o ploywright.
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APlaywright and a Poet

“The Lord Chamberlain's Men was an octing company
that William partly founded. Their name was
changed to The King’s Men when King Jomes | was
crowned the new King of England ond became their
patron (meaning he provided finoncial support).

At this point, William was beginn
his written work and he was starting to earna lot

of money. In 1597, he bought New Place: one of the largest houses in his
home town of Stratford.

However, as it took about three or four days to get from London
toStratford by horse, itis believed that William did not make the
joumeyoften!

William Shakespeare

William's Plays

m Shakespeare wrote heart:rending plays
called trogedies as well as history and comedy.
plays. Several of these were performed in front of
Tudor royalty.

“Much Ado About Nothing! ‘The Taming of the Shrew
‘and A Midsummer Night's Dream’ are comedies, which are
based on misunderstandings and mishaps. His tragedies — themed
‘around misery, loss and disillusionment —include ‘Homlet, ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ and King Lear Some of these plays have been made into films.
‘and cartoons, such as ‘Gomeo and Juliet; which is the story of Romeo
‘and Juliet'retold with two garden gnomes as the main characters!

He wrote about themes that people
could relate to, such as
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William Shakespeare

Lasting Legacy

Williom Shakespeare coined over three hundred words and well-known
phrases n the English language. These include:

(@l that glitters
ishotgold

chase_(

the world
is my oyster

what's
done s done

Willam Shokespeare died on 23% April 1616, which was the same day as |\ |
s presumed birthdoy, at the oge of 52. )
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